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PRESIDENT'S PEN 
 

Hi all,  
 

This week’s President’s Pen is being written as I 
fly from Rotorua to Christchurch via Auckland. 
Thank goodness for technology. 
 
Last night we had our 4th Directors meeting of the 
year. One agenda item was considering the 
outcome of the recent club forum. Whilst we 

haven’t been able to digest all the suggestions that were made to 
improve the club we did make some decisions. 
 
The club will continue to meet on a Monday at lunchtime but at 
regular intervals we will meet in the evening. This will provide 
more opportunity for fellowship with partners and enable others 
who may not be able to attend lunchtime meetings to participate 
in club meetings and other activities. The first of these will be on 
Monday 24th in conjunction with Lakes when we will hear from 
the NZ Asthma CEO and present the proceeds of the Scott 
Donaldson evening. 
 
Whilst we have an excellent range of speakers, the guest 
speaker is an important part of our offering to members. We will 
start a programme to attract a series of high profile speakers to 
present an annual state of the nation address on our key local 
sectors – forestry, tourism, agriculture and Maori investment. We 
will also aim to target some high profile political speakers as a 
regular part of our guest speaker programme.  
 
Early in the new year we will organise a Members night where we 
will arrange a suitable guest speaker and ask all members to 
bring along a non-Rotarian guest with the aim of targeting 
potential members. I understand the Club used to have these 
evenings but they have fallen by the wayside. 
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CLUB MEETINGS 
12.30pm on Mondays  
(except public holidays) 

Sudima Hotel,  
1000 Eruera St, 
Phone 07/348 1174 
  

POSTAL ADDRESS:: 
P.O. Box 59, Rotorua 
 

APOLOGIES TO: 
(07) 348 1174 

 

Contributions to the 
Bulletin are welcome and 

can be emailed to 
roger.gordon@clear.net.nz  

 
We are now on facebook - 

don't forget to 'like' 
https://facebook.com/rotaryrotorua  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members are also looking for more fellowship through working 
together on community projects. Orange picking, the Fiji 
Rotahome project, firewood, driver training are good examples of 
activities members enjoy so we will aim to create more of these 
types of projects for members to participate in. 
 
That’s enough – the Air NZ wine has arrived. We don’t get that 
on the regional flights. 
Regards,  
 
Russell 

 

CIVIC BONDING 
This Friday 

Sudima Hotel  
 

 
 

ROTARY DOWN UNDER 
Members who wish to have their copy of the magazine, “Rotary Down Under”, 
sent to their email address in digital format may have Secretary Bob update your 
RDU records directly.  
Each record contains a field for delivery choice (second tab on each member 
record) and a field for their email address (third tab). 
Alternatively, each member has access to their own record and may update your 
own data at any time you wish. Log in and password details were sent in early 
March 2014 to all those for whom RDU had an email address. Should members 
require an update/refresher, RDU can provide this if you email 
subscriptions@rotarydownunder.com.au 

Bulletin report on meeting of 13 October 2014 
 

The Fiji Trip to build a Rotahome 
The Guest Speakers were the members of the team who have been 
to Fiji to build another house in the village project started by Peter 
Drysdale. The Rotarians were clearly moved by the experience of 

visiting the family who 
eventually moved into the house 
while they were still living in 
their previous accommodation 
under tarpaulins. The 
breadwinner of the family has 
become too old to cut sugarcane 
and was about to lose his job.  
The village now has a Town 
Council, a school and shop, and a 

no-alcohol policy. Funding comes from the NZ Government and 
from Rotary International. The eight Rotarians shared a house with 

What’s Coming Up 
 

 
 

Happy Birthdays 
“Coming Up” 

 
  17 Oct     Russell Burton 
 
Guess Who Is Coming For Dinner 
Friday 7th November 6.30pm  
RSVP  mjcraven@xtra.co.nz 
Please advise dietary requirements, 
willingness to host, guest numbers 
 
 

mailto:ceo@rotoruachamber.co.nz
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
Provided by Tony Baker 

The Rotarian (1925), " The greatest thing one finds in one's travels, the soul satisfying thing, is that (people) in 
their native countries all weep with the same spirit, the same feeling, the same happiness and contentment." 
Albert Adams (Rotarian, 1920), "Friendship, the craving for which brought Rotary into existence, is the thing 
that will keep Rotary a living, vital force in the world for all time, the very foundation of our organisation."  

 

DUTY ROSTER 
 If you cannot do your rostered duty, please arrange a replacement and advise Sergeant Denis Marriner on 027 

4783106 or denis@dawson.co.nz    
3 MINUTE SPEAKERS: PLEASE ADVISE MARGRIET IF THE DATA SHOW PROJECTOR IS REQUIRED  

  

  20 October 27 October 3 October 
 
GUEST SPEAKER 

      Ally Gibbons 
Classification Talk 

 
Steve Gatenby  

Fighting bushfires in 
Australia 

INTRODUCTION Jim Hampson  Ian McDowell 
VOTE OF THANKS Allen Foote  Ann Nicholas 

PRESIDENT’S TABLE Don Macfarlane No Meeting Ian Pound 
3 MINUTE SPEAKER Deborah McCarthy Labour Day Don Macfarlane 
FELLOWSHIP & BADGES Ann Nicholas  Barry Lane 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK Paul Wilson  Perry Stevens 
FINING OFFICER Martin Kinder  Denis Mariner 
COMMITTEE REPORT Membership  Fellowship 

BULLETIN DEADLINE            5pm Wednesday – Phone 3481228, 0275381228 or email: roger.gordon@clear.net.nz 

 

one bathroom, and had to get used to snoring, barking dogs, noisy 
pigeons and chickens, and early-morning Muslim chanting. By 
working from 7.30 am to 5 pm they made quick progress with the 
house building. They found the experience uplifting. A recent storm 
with winds of up to 300 km per hour did not damage the houses, 
and the expectation is that more than one generation will enjoy 
living in the houses built by Rotary. The team’s living costs in Fiji 
were very low. It will take just another two years to complete the 
village; Peter Drysdale plans to return to Australia; and the local 
builders will lose their jobs. Planning has started on another village 
on a new site. 

A reminder........... 
 

Articles of interest ....... or breaking news ........ or even scandal are 
welcome submissions to the Editor for inclusion in the Bulletin. 

 
 
 
 
   

 
 

 
 
 
 

THE PELATON 
A  weekly update on our members' 

bike challenge. 
 

What's happening with the 
Pelaton..???????????? 

Last seen riding into the sunset! 


