
 

The Paul Harris Fellowship recognizes those who have made an outstanding contribution to the aspirations of 

Rotary and who have lived the value of “Service above Self”. One of the greatest privileges for any President 

is the conferring of a Paul Harris Fellowship.  

 

 I am therefore pleased to announce the awarding of a Paul Harris Fellowship on Past President Barry Lane.  

 

I now get to publicly acknowledge Barry and to embarrass him further. 

  

I have only known Barry for a short time. To me he is the quiet deliverer, the no troubles person the just get 

on and do it person. Barry joined this club in 1997. Has served in many capacities culminating in his 

Presidency in 2013-2014. 

  

As we all know he is an auditor a man who gets his facts right and double checks them. Whatever Barry says 

you can rely on absolutely.  

  

Barry was born in Chatsworth, Sydney a few years ago when his father was working as an Engineer on the 

Snowy River Scheme. A quiet Aussie no less. 

  

Barry was brought back to New Zealand in 1955 where he resided until going to University of Otago and 

obtaining a Bachelor of Science in Geology. 

  

In 1973 he found employment with Gold Fields of South Africa working on a gold mine at Libanon, 60 kms 

on the West Rand (South West of Johannesburg). Barry was married in Johannesburg in 1974. 

  

In 1975 he relocated to Namibia (then South West Africa) to do exploration geology looking for copper, lead 

and zinc.  He did this for 18 months but felt the need of an administration qualification to go with the geology 

to enable future employment in NZ.   

  

Barry went to Massey University where he graduated with a Bachelor of Business Studies in Accounting and 

Finance.   

  

He then worked in Palmerston North for a Chartered Accountant until shifting to Rotorua in 1983 for 

employment at Markham and Partners which became Touche Ross where he became a partner, latterly to be 

renamed Iles Casey. 

  

In Rotary, Barry has been President, Secretary, Bulletin Editor (instigating electronic newsletter), Youth 

Committee, RYPEN and went up to Fiji to build homes 

  

Very immediately he is sergeant and of course plays a very significant role in the Swim the Lake Programme. 

Katrina wanted to specially acknowledge his role in this where among many other roles he fills is the safety 

officer for the swim. In our very safety conscious world this is a very important role and critical to the success 

of this event.  One year the big decision had to be made to not hold it. That’s a pressure decision.  

  

It is therefore with enormous pleasure that I confer on our facts man Barry Lane a Paul Harris Fellow.  

 Please join me in acknowledging Barry. 
 


