
Tony Baker Award Intro 
During my time in Rotary I am not aware of anyone who has been more committed to the ideals of 
Rotary or to the spirit of this Club, than Tony Baker. 
 
Tony was inducted as a member of this Club, under the exclusive classification of Automotive Repair 
Services some 49 years ago in 1969. Tony and his brother Ross ensured that their business Baker 
Bros Service Station Ltd lived up to the best business practice and highest standards of  professional 
quality work, ethical dealings and customer satisfaction. Our recent guest speaker Phil Spender 
related how he was mentored by Tony whilst still at school and became obsessed with cars leading 
ultimately to his elevation to the top of the Automotive World. Tony was heavily involved in motor 
sport and developed a high profile at the speedway meetings, so much so that he became a hero and 
an idol of our two sons. 
 
Tony has over the years participated in all the committees of the Club, filled many of the Club Officer 
positions leading to his year as President in 1986 –1987.  
Since that time Tony has made a huge commitment to the Club in taking over the Archives of the Club 
from Gary Spence and managing our Website as Webmaster. Tony’s work in organising the orderly 
preparation of the Archives for handover to the Public Library, means that there is now a meaningful 
resource available  for anyone to see. Tony has organised our website in such a way that it is very user 
friendly, has been kept up to date with important records and is a fantastic facility. He has worked on 
promoting it to our membership and encouraging its use. 
 
Employing his considerable expertise , Tony has played an important role in Driver Directions, 
representing the Club on the committee and making a huge commitment in being involved in the four 
events per year for two to three days a time. I know he has gained much satisfaction from seeing the 
beneficial effects on the young drivers involved. Tony has been involved in many organisations in the 
wider community who have enjoyed the benefit of his talents and energy. 
 
Tony and Marlene have been involved in hosting Rotary exchangees over the years and I can recall 
that we were hosting the infamous Helen Forbes and Tony & Marlene were next hosts. Tony duly 
arrived to collect her and one of our sons was home at the time. He was in awe,  Tony Baker actually 
came to our house ! 
 
Tony and Marlene always enjoyed the social side of Rotary, attending  District conferences and were 
hospitable and generous hosts for the many committee meetings and friendship dinners. Tony always 
provided solid support to Marlene in her Inner Wheel involvement.  
 
Both Tony and Marlene have been recognised with Paul Harris awards and it is great that Tony is here 
with us tonight to enable us to acknowledge his commitment and valuable contribution to our Club. 
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