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President’s Pen 

 
 

Those who were present at Rotary last week will have enjoyed the inspiration that 
came from the school leaders, head girls, head boys, deputies as they shared their 
school and personal aspirations. For those who missed the meeting I will share the 
challenge I gave to them at the end as it really applies in principle to us all. 
 
“Don’t let anyone put you down because you’re young. Show them your worth by the 
way you live, what you say, how you act, the way you care, what you believe in, your 
example, your trustworthiness and your integrity.” 
 
As I listened I appreciated that these young people had only a limited conception of 
what they would be facing in the years ahead as they entered their professional field 
of choice. There are so many challenges that they will face, many of them modern 
ones that many of us never experienced in our earlier years. Times have changed 
dramatically. 
 
My challenge to them to think Rotary when they become established in their chosen 
Vocation, was to build on their aspirations and set a standard of service that has a 
depth about it. Just working for personal survival and pleasure is, in the long run, not 
as satisfying as one would think. As all Rotarians know, serving others actually makes 
our own lives more satisfying. 
 
As for challenges, I was reading a report from my church’s international aid agency, 
ADRA, which made the following announcement: “East Africa is in crisis. More than 
20 million people are facing starvation and famine. The scale is unprecedented. It is 
the single largest humanitarian crisis since the United Nations was founded in 1945.” 
 
I am sure that the Rotary Foundation is also aware of the needs. International crises 
are becoming a daily problem in our world and I would appreciate that Rotary minds 
are stimulated by the needs that arise. We can’t stand by and let them happen. We 
need to constantly seek ways to become involved in the answer to those needs. 
 
On the more Rotary business side, District Conference is coming up in two weeks. I 
would like to touch base with those planning on being there. I will be attending on the 
Sunday only. Anyone who would like to come with me could book in for about $20. I 
would like those who are attending the whole conference to be ready to give a report 
to the Club on April 3. 

 

President Allen 
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Notices and Reminders 
 
Rotary Gardening Project 
Next gardening session will be on Sunday 26 March.  
Robyn will email those who have volunteered with the address and details. 

 
Hospital Chaplaincy Fundraising Breakfast 
Friday, 31 March 2017 at 7 am at Third Place Café. Tickets at $25 are available from Past-President Ray 
Bloomfield. 

 
Youth Expo and Driver Directions 
Helpers required for Rotorua Road Safety Youth Expo, 10th – 13th April at Energy Events Centre, and 
then the Driver Directions programme for young drivers on 18th and 19th April at Taupo Motorsport Park.   
Please click ROTARY if you are able to help at one of these youth programmes.   

 
Waikite Valley School: Rural Visit 
On 10 April 2017 we will have an evening meeting at Waikite Valley School. Partners are warmly invited. 
Details about the arrangements to come from Vocational Director Martyn Craven. 

 
Papamoa Rotary Golf Tournament 
Tuesday, 25 April 2017, ANZAC Day Afternoon. Shotgun start from 12:15 pm. Mount Maunganui Golf Club, 
Fairway Avenue, Mount Maunganui. 

 
Circus Quirkus 
Circus Quirkus for 2017 is underway culminating in the Circus Show on Friday 26 May 2017 at 6 pm. The 
Club’s Charitable Trust has a contract with International Entertainment Ltd who provides a top quality circus 
style show to entertain under-privileged children in our community. A professional fundraiser contacts local 
businesses for donations of $50 which secures a seat for a child. The children are advised who sponsors 
their seat and they are encouraged to make contact with the sponsor after the show. This is the main 
fundraiser for the Charitable Trust producing around $6,000 per year to fund various local projects. Please 
support Circus Quirkus when approached to provide sponsorship. Volunteers are required at act as ushers 
on show night. Please put your hand up to help out and enjoy the show!  
 

Rotary Monthly Themes 
APRIL – Maternal and Child Health month 
 

Rotary at a Glance 
Rotarians: 1,231,573 in 35,537 clubs in 540 Districts in 220 countries/geographic areas. 
New Zealand: 8,573 in 268 clubs in 6 Districts. 
 
 

 Birthdays this coming week 

Barry Lane            (27 March)                                                                                          
Linda Neilson       (01 April) 

 
 

mailto:tbaker@nowmail.co.nz
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School Leaders’ Lunch 
Monday 20 March 2017 

Six of our high schools attended our annual school leaders’ lunch, with only the Rotorua School 
for Young Parents unable to attend this year. Our speakers were accompanied by their principals 
or deans and some of their peers.  Each school was given the opportunity to address the club in 
4 minutes about their aspirations.  
 

Theresa McLean, Head Girl and Gus Dube, Head Boy, John Paul College, spoke about their 
experience attending the Lasallian camp in Australia and learning more about the way this 
tradition helps them live and give back to their community. Theresa talked about making school 
fun and as inclusive as possible to encourage learning. Gus spoke about the lesson of persistence 
in achieving goals and helping others in community.  
 

From Rotorua Boys High School, Head Prefect, Rehua Selwyn, spoke about the way the school 
helps Maori students achieve. Through the school marae, senior students pair up with junior 
students to talk and listen and each learn from the other.  
 

Billy Johnstone, Head Boy and Jodi Stevens, Head Girl, Western Heights High School  
Jodi spoke about her goals to lead in sport and academics. She acknowledged her many mentors 
along the way and spoke of taking advantage of all opportunities. However, it is important also 
to learn to say no and set priorities. She competes in national level sports and seeks to study in 
the USA next year. 
Billy was initially nervous at WHHS but took to volleyball as he is tall. He now is found in the gym 
nearly every day. He spoke of hard work and humility as important values.  
 

Connar Raimona, Head Boy and Tayla MacKenzie-Griffin, Head Girl, Reporoa College  
Tayla spoke about wanting to be a positive role model for the school’s values and encourage 
seniors to engage with younger students. Connar also spoke of building stronger relationships 
with junior students and his intention to promote the school spirit and the school motto - Ma te 
kotahitanga e whai kaha ai tātau - In unity, we have strength. 
 

Pareunuora Pene, is Head Girl, Rotorua Girls High School. She wants students to achieve 
brighter future from education. She spoke against the distractions of social media and the need 
to never take education for granted. She also spoke about encouraging a stronger bond in school 
across year levels.  
 

Maggie Donovan-Cotter, Head Girl, and Matthew Gatenby, Deputy Head Boy, Rotorua 
Lakes High School. Matthew spoke of the need to look out for and after each other.  Maggie 
wants the prefect team to be the best and establish good processes and good teams, as role 
models for the juniors. She is encouraging the juniors to take on 2 activities each to get involved. 
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Who can join Rotary? 
 
Responsibilities of Membership 
Rotary club membership carries with it certain responsibilities. Members are expected to attend weekly programs of 
the club. Opportunities to make up attendance include attending the regular meeting of another Rotary club, attending 
various other Rotary meetings, or attending a club service project authorized by the club board of directors. 
 
Members are required to pay annual dues to their clubs, their districts, and to Rotary International. Members are 
expected to participate in local or international activities or projects of the Rotary club. Clubs encourage members to 
aspire to leadership or committee roles within their clubs 

 
Prospective members must 
Hold - or be retired from - a professional, proprietary, executive, or managerial position; Have the capacity to meet the 
club's weekly attendance or community project participation requirements; Live or work within the locality of the club or 
the surrounding area. 

 

School Leaders’  Lunch – Monday 20 March 2017 
Back row: Gus Dube (JPC), Rahua Selwyn (RBHS); Connar Raimona, Tayla MacKenzie-
Griffin(Reporoa); Billy Johnstone (Western Heights); President Allen; Jodi Stevens (Western 
Heights); Maggie Donovan-Cotter, Mathew Gatenby (Rotorua Lakes);  
Front Row: Theresa McLean (JPC); Nathan Kenah (RBHS); Awatea Rikirangi-Thomas, 
Pareunuora Pene and Dixie Yates-Francis (RGHS). 
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Duty Roster 
If you cannot do your duty, please arrange a replacement and advise  
Sergeant Peter Spurdle on 027 7787353 or spurdle.family@xtra.co.nz 

 
Club speakers to advise Margriet on theronm@yahoo.com if they require the data projector. 

 
If you are unable to attend and to avoid paying for your meal, please send apologies to 

Martin Kinder by the Friday before the meeting on mkinder@deloitte.co.nz  
 

 
 

BULLETIN DEADLINE 

 Noon on Wednesdays 
Phone: 347 7211 or 021 172 9697 

theronm@yahoo.com   
 
 
 
 
   
 
 

 
 

 

 
27 March 2017 at 12.30 pm 
at the Rotorua Golf Club 

03 April 2017 at 12.30 pm 
at the Rotorua Golf Club 

Guest Speaker 

Reade Nikora   
“Rotorua Road Safety Youth Expo” 
Plus – “Police Person of the Year 

Award” 

Tim Cossar 
Te Puia Developments 

Introduction Tony Baker Fergus Cumming 

Vote of thanks Garth Wilson Peter Baars 

President’s table Garth Wilson Peter Baars 

Club speaker - Conference Report 

Fellowship/badges Russell Dale Bob Allison 

Quote of the week Bruce Rykers John Heaton 

Fining officer Richard Fullard Martyn Craven 

Room set-up Tom Davies Noel Lamberton 

Conference website, click here 

mailto:spurdle.family@xtra.co.nz
mailto:theronm@yahoo.com
mailto:mkinder@deloitte.co.nz
mailto:theronm@yahoo.com
https://www.9930conference.org/faq/

